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nous population into our territories of the enormous number of 561,439 souls 
in the ten years from 1855 to 1865. 

The foregoing data seem to establish, beyond any doubt, that during the 
whole period of British administration of the provinces of Arakan, Tenasserim, 
and Pegu, they have, in addition to an allowed natural increase of population 
far higher than we have any historical authority for supposing they ever 
reached under Native rule, withdrawn and absorbed enormous numbers of 
people from the neighbouring Native states, which may be summarized as 
follows : — 

Into Tenasserim and Arakan, 1826 to 1855 257,500 

,, Pegu, from 1855 to 1865 561,439 

,, Tenasserim, from 1855 to 1865 113,295 

Total 932,234 

And when we look to those Native powers which have been our competitors 
during this period the picture is reversed. In the dominions of the King of 
Burma, including the tributary Shan States, we find everywhere signs of pro- 
gressive decay ; a discontented people abandoning his territory ; a decreasing 
revenue ; the area of cultivation lessening yearly ; and the weakness of the 
Government shown in the rebellions and outbreaks which so regularly occur. 
During this year (1867), had it not been for the rich granaries of Pegu that 
supplied Upper Burma with rice, a famine would have succeeded the civil 
war which raged last year. The natives of Upper Burma themselves indicate 
truly the process now being undergone by the British and Native dominions. 
" Here," they say, " in British Burma your villages are becoming towns, but 
with us in Upper Burma our towns are becoming villages." 



3. Extract from a Letter from Captain Oadell, commanding the Smith 

Australian Exploring Expedition on the North Coast of Australia. 

(Communicated by F. S. Dptton, Esq., f.b.g.s.) 

" South Australian Exploring Steamer Eagle, 
Coepang, Timor, 27th Nov., 1867. 

" I last wrote from Burke Town. I have since made some rather important 
discoveries, of which the principal are, viz. : the discovery of the mouth of 
the Roper, in lat. 14° 45' 8. It is a noble river, fully up to Leichhardt's de- 
scription ; and good pastoral country will be found on its banks, — the best, 
indeed, I know of in the northern territory. Proceeding northwards, a mode- 
rate sized river flows into the gulf, in lat. 14° 27' s. ; whilst a smaller was 
met with in lat. 14° 5' s. A fine haven, with an area of some 50 square 
miles, and several rivulets ; also one moderate sized river flowing into it was 
entered in lat. 12° 33' s. and long. 136° 55 e. 

"Immediately to the northward of Probable Island, near Arnhem's Bay, 
represented by Flinders, under the most pardonable conditions, as dry land, I 
sailed up a deep bay 20 miles in depth by 10 in breadth, with three large 
rivers disemboguing their waters therein. The Eagle entered one with 5 
fathoms on the bar. Another, with an equal depth, was thoroughly examined 
by the boats. This bay, which I propose to name after his Grace the Secre- 
tary for the Colonies, is separated from the strait I had previously discovered 
by a narrow peninsula. On the north coast a fine river, with a remarkablv 
easy entrance, was found betwixt Points Guion and Turner. Three low 
dangerous rocks, in the very closest proximity to which Flinders unwittinglv 
passed in the night, are situated in a n.e. by n. i n. bearing from Cape 
Arnhem, distance 13 miles. I purpose naming them after Sir Roderick 
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appropriately the patron saint of any geographical discovery. Some minor 
dangers, &c, have also been charted during the progress of the expedition. 
We have been rather debilitated lately ; however, the surgeon reports the 
sick to be improving rapidly on the first supplies obtained here. 

" After my examination of the coasts of the northern territory, I am decidedly 
of opinion that the estuary of the Liverpool offers by far the best site for its 
capital, and will recommend it accordingly. I am also of opinion that 
Finniss' preference to Adam Bay over the Victoria was a wise one. The river 
is rapid and dangerous ; whilst the country situated on the navigable portion 
of its waters is of the most wretched, stony, and barren description, with the 
heat intense, causing the expedition to suffer more than during any period of 
its explorations. 

" 1 feel convinced of the possibility of executing the necessary surveys for 
the 300,000 acres during the good season of the south-east monsoon of 1868. 
Everything at Escape Cliffs was found in exactly the same order as it was 
when abandoned. The natives actually had touched neither the buildings 
nor any of their contents. They had permitted even the bananas to rot on 
the trees rather than take them. They reported the stock to be doing well, 
and they themselves were very friendly during our short sojourn. We have 
never had the slightest animosity from the north territory Aborigines, but 
the greatest assistance in procuring fuel and water has generally been afforded 
by them. I must now close, as the ship is ready and steam up." 



